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~ From the Editor

Well, here | go again!! | have been oh so
gratefulto Lorelyn for offering to take over
the newsletter from me a few years ago.
She has done an exceptional job and seeing
that no one wanted to tackle this jokhen
she could no longer do Ithave decided to
give it another go. Lorelyn has left me with
a wonderful seup and hopefully, | can
continue in her footsteps!! | certainly hope
that | can do the job as well as she did.
Thank you Lorelyn for all your hard work
and for creating this colourful and
entertaining newsletter.

Now, what to talk about.The weather

seems a good place to start. We have had a
G2 AYUGSNE GKAA &SI NXoy
some of our other Winters in the past. | am
sure that all the snow is good for something,

(I am told farmers like snow) and of course
kids love it. | mst admit that | do like

snow. Coming from B.C. 40 years ago, | was
not used to seeing very much snow and
what we did have would be gone in a very
short time. S do enjoy seeing it, but not
for prolonged periods. We had a very
strange Winter this year and Spring is
following suit. While the days recently have
been sunny, the winds have kept things
quite chilly. The nights are very cold for this
time of the yar and as | write this |
understand we are supposed to have snow
onApri foddde Sa GKI G§Q&
Day. | am told this is not a joke, so hopefully
AG g2y QG frald t2y3o
as the old song goes. | know | have talked
to anumber of people lately who have said
that they have found this Winter velgng
YR GKS& OF WQIiAsg I A U
gardeners, we all anticipate the arrival of
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Spring because we have all planted bulbs in
the Fall and we anxiously await their arrival.
Ofcourse, thanks to the squirrels, they may
arrive somewhere entirely different than
where you planted them, but hopefully they
will show up somewhere, maybe even on
your own property.

We have a busy year planned for the group

and we hope that you will ey coming out

to see the guest speakers, take partin a
workshop and especially, we hope to see

you come out to help with some of our
fundraisers. We also are planning on doing

the hanging baskets and the chair project

again this year and of course, welleed

help with that! Another item that | would

like to talk about is the Plant Sale which will

take place on Saturday, May 26 While

$OY arg; o4t InyQur gérgi}?sf*p%asg”lﬁg’ 6 Al K
would you please take note of any plants

that you might divide up for theate.

Maybe some of you have already started
plants inside that you could share with us.
In any case, if you are thinking of donating
to the club,PLEASE, PLEASE, PLBASE
kind as to label your plants for easy
identification. For those that have ndbne
GKAA 2N R2y QiU 1y29
what we would like. If you know the
common name of the plant, please put a
marker in the pot to indicate what it is. No
need to use the t&n name, unless you
happen to know it, but please use the
common mme as well. Also, it is greatly

g KI

NSRS If YOjy G tell st Kind of

growing conditions the plant requires, for
xample, it need sup Qr , Ok <

geshap itéjc%enﬁsur\ﬁve If:’l go%har@ﬁ%t kf?\ 5 a K

a2Af R2S& AG NBIjdzA NEX O

etc. Any information you can provide

%q\rﬁaﬁ§ tr\}; t:hances of somedaking

that plant home. | know some of us are well

educated when it comes to plants, but for ...
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the most part, we are just like the people
who want to buy the plant. he more

they know, he more we know. It slows
down the process when we have to stop
every couple of minutes to look up in a book
what the heck we are trying to sell.
Remember, this is our largest fundraiser of
the year!! The more we sell, the more
speakers, workshops andaybe some trips
that we can provide the membership

would also like to encourage some of you to
take part in some of the District 4 events
that happen during the year. Itis an
excellent way to meet other gardeners,
learn something new and also keepredst
with what the Ontario Horticulture
Association is doing on our behalf. | am
happy to say that 7 of us will be going to
Cobourg on April*for the District 4 Annual
General Meeting. The guest speakers this

@€SENJ INB FTNBY 2dzNJ 26y © 6 O] & pseldordc  AQ0 11259

Way will be speaking about Organic
Gardening. Should be very interesting.

While | know that some of you may have
been able to get away to somewhere

a { | b,lhe eest of us poor souls have
been content to stay at home, cozy and
warm with our seed and flower books,
dreaming of what we want to order so that
we can be all ready when the ground is
finally ice free! We are now looking forward
to the sunny days @pring and to the
coming months so we can be in théRT
once again.

~ SHARRON
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Acouple of beautiful Dahlias
Apple CountryGarden Clul2018 Flower of the Year
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buried in the fall, or at least digging around
o2 1Ay3 F2N 46KSYDP al 8068
feeders alone now, but | doubt it.

They are also hard at their other duty, that of
swapping out all those tulip and daffodil bulbs
S a2 RAfA3ISydfte
to see the display in oureighbours gardens
and the woodlot beside the house.

So much for philosophy, back to the real world.

The garden club has seen an unusually large
turnover of convenors, directors and volunteers
this past fall and winter. We thank them all for
their hard wok and dedication, and, while we
have been able to fill some of the positions we
are still looking for volunteers to take over
some of these duties.

With apologies to any that | may have
unintentionally missed, on behalf of the
executive and the general mdyarship | want

to thank the following for their time and energy
working on shows, committees and the
executive

Barry Wood & Lorelyn Morgan; Carol & Gord
McArthur; Peggy Howden and last but surely
not least Joanne Titus & Kris Rahn

With the above in mindve still have a few key
positions on the executive and need volunteers
to look after events during the year. Remember
AGQa @2dz2NJ Ofdzo | yR Ala
participation of all its members.

Getting off my soapbox and back to business,
R2y Qi THaNBafiztomingup the end of
May. It continues to be our biggest fund raiser.
The proceeds go a long way to pay for speakers,
supplies and materials that we use throughout
the year. It also helps to keep the membership
fees down, and is a great waydbare plants,

trees, flowers and shrubs among the

inéndeérdip &nd Witd thedgBnerdl ublic.0 h NR

also has enticed a couple of our newest
members to join.

We always need lots of volunteers to help with

LI | v (i StRe salg/andioKcBurse & lardednd vdried GuppiyQ (i

of donated plants and gently used garden tools,
YR RSO2NI} G64AQGS AdSYyao
May, so get planning.

This past year has seen a number of very
successful youth oriented projects, the bug
hotel in the eco garden, Christmas and March
break craft dag at the library. We are hoping

to continue these programs and we thank Karen
Prins and her volunteers for all their time and
energy. It should be noted that one of the
initiatives that was put forward at the last OHA
convention by the incoming presideRibse
hQ5Stft 41 a
always ahead of the curve.

The other initiative that we plan to expand this
year is the chair project begun last summer. The
decorated chairs and flowers on the streets of
Colborne and Castleton were a greaiccess

and drew many favourable comments from the
public and the township council and staff. So go
get an old chair and paint it up, add flowers and
display it proudly on your property. We will also
be looking for volunteers to paint additional
chairs@d G ¢NARAKQa LI Ayl

l.’]
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We are also going to prepare the hanging flower
baskets for the town. We are still looking for a
committee chairperson for this project and time
is running short.

With all that, let me finish with Happy
Gardening and may the sun always shine on
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Jim
~~ February Presentation ~~



http://davidsgarden.ca/wp/
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% PRUNING TOOLS
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~ Robin Young
~~WINTERAND SPRINGYOUTHPROECT S~

Over the Winter and then into the March break, our
Youth Project Leader, Karen Prins and a few other
hardy souls worked with a number of children at the
Colborne and Castleton Libraries. The goal of the
projects was to teach the children about nature and
to hopefully fostera desire to learn about gardening.

The 2 Winter projects consisted of a wooden painted
house at Christmas and a Pine Cone Birdfeeder and
Cranberry and Popcorn strung on string to put in
either your tree in the house or outside to feduke
birds. Both projects were well received and there
was a lot of interest from the #s. ’

~ Sharron




WINTER/SPRIN®28 The Newsletter of theAPPLE COUNTRY GARDENB

~~~ From One Gardener to Another ~~~

March 20, 201§, first day of Spring. REALLY! Could have fooled me. Usually by now there is at least a

hint of warmth. Apparently not this yearnot yet. Howeverl still walk outside around my yard every
day. Actuallyg KI &G LQY R2AYAARSY OR20KRIyE FR2INJYeEe 2f{ R aFTNRASY
4SS INB GKS OfdzyLla 2F ay2¢RNRLA i GKS FTNRYyGO® LQ
where they are located, but nothing yet. Last Fall | piNEWbatch of parrot tlips (my favourits), but
L OFyQiG &aSSY (2 NBYSYOSN b6 NRH  T2NR Sy ReKtBedy RA L g X
location

One thing I love about my place is that the front part facing south is the first to show and grow in Spring.
Then thewest (driveway) side is next to bloom. Then the spring bulbs on the north side begin to show.
There are some gorgeous blue Scilla there, (kloey favourite colour). Currently this area still has 2

feet of ice and snow on the top of the garden. Itllwé awhile yet. The way these 3 gardens are

planted though, | have early Spring colour for an extended time around 3 sides of the house.

Then, in different areas, but mostly on the east side, | have many Primroses, also one of my favourite
plants. Lasyear | started some Victorian Laced Primroses from seed. | have many little plants that over
GAYGSNBR Ay G(G(KS 3INRdzy RO ¢tKSe adK2dzZ R of22Y GKAA
Have you seen them? Gorgeous!

L 3JdzSada LOYADSSEKAFIeGREIBGEOlIdzaS L gtyid G2 221 |F2
have not grown for many years.

| may edge the sunny beds in Alyssgpurple most likely, although it also comes in white and mauve.

It also has a sweet fragrance. Na=l walk along the sidewalks. Behind that | may put California
Bluebellgphacelia campanularia). Have you ever grown them? They are the most incredible shade of
blue. Easy. Seed directly in sandy, well drained soil, in full sun. Sprouts in about 10 days and blooms
about 4¢ 5 weeks later. It may cease blooming aftevesal weeks, but you can sow more seed every 2

¢ 3 weeks or so to keep the blue going. Can also cut it back and water it to encourage it to bloom again
in the Fall. Also, bees love this plant.

Ly GKS alyYS adz/yyes &l yRe seaddidty if the doiD 1 prefet thielorigital / | £|A F
colour of medium orange, but mixes now contain bronze, yellow, cream, red and pink forms. The
0201 yAOrt yIFYS A& aSaOKaAOK2fT Al [/ FEAFT2NYALIE O ¢IK |
Another one of my favourites for fudlun, dry sandy soil areas is good old Portulaca. It is not tall and not
good for bouquets, but it blooms nestop in the summers heat with beautiful jewdéte colours. Also,

no deadheading needed. | often use it in planters in full sun as it doesewd or want constant

watering or feeding.

Foratall yydzt f 322R & | Odzi Ft26SNE L fA1S GKS 2fR| /
full sun. Blooms all Summer into Fall. Dead heading recommended. Another tall old favourite of mine
is Cleome (spider flower). Comes in white, pink and a deep pink they call purple. 1 like the purple one
and would have as many plants as possible, mainly because the hummingbirds love to go along a row or
mass of these to feed. Beautiful on a misty mogibefore the sun breaks through. Get out there with

your camera!! Who knowsyou might even get a hummer in a photo. One warning though. The stems
are sticky and prickly you may need gloves when cutting them for the vase

These are justafewof thél y& f 2@Ste& |yydzafta QJFrAftlofSa
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~ Peg Howden ~

~~~MUSINGS FROM BARRIE WOGDB-
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~ Barrie
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DECORATIVE WORKSHOP
FEBRUARY 20, 2018

We had a great workshop with
Rose 0O6Dell] and
number of guests that day. We
had 5 from Brighton Garden
Club and 1 from the Trenton
Garden Club. We also had 3
local ladlies join us and 2 of

them became members!! We
learned how to choose our flosver
and greenery, prepare our
containers, wet and cut our
oasis and how to arrange our
flowers in the oasis. Itis
amazing to see how everyone of
us did completelydifferent
arrangements using the same
source material. There is
something to be send for
oeati/ vityo and i
we all have such individual

ideas about what we want to
create. It was a lovely afternoon
and thanks to Rose, | think we
now all have an idea how to
create a decorative arrangement.
| will be waliting to see what will
show p at the next Flower
Show!!

t hat

~ Sharron ~
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Hummingbird drawn to her
gardens by bright red Monarda
which is purposed planted.

Dear reader, | would like to offer
you story of personal growth
brought about by Leslie Abram.

The Appl&Country Garden Club
was privileged to welcome Leslie
who is a naturallst,

environmental advocate, yoga
studi o owner, b/
of Easter Ontari .
extraordinarily talented
photographer of a world out of
sight to most of us driving by
onli febs hi ghway.

Only the exceptional few of us
who have the curiosity, the skill  Or these adorable baby

and a calling to examine the Hummingbirds playing
abundant life around us, fave togethemwhile the parents seek
seen or inéed imagined the food.

images that Leslie broght us.

Letbs take a moment to |/ ook at
some of qligtsphotos.6s ex
Such as this charming

11
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Look at this Ambush Bug sitting on a goldenrod, perfectly camouflaged.

Dragonfiies are our alliles, eating midges and mosquitoes, and many
other flying insects, including smaller Dragonfiies!

12
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Here s a Jumping Spider with [ t6s four sets of
/s hiding from the camera having spent the last fe w minutes in the fridge
to ensure he was omell owo enough to photograph.

13
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And (following) the grim sounding Assassin bug, aptly named when you

know it uses its short three -segmented beak to pierce its prey and then suck

the body fluids from its victims. A characteristic of the family is that the
beak is curved and lies in a groove between the front legs.

”
/
4 "’”«’l '

The predatory Stink Bug is able to change the colour of the eggs

blend into the colour of the top or underside of the leaf on which they are
laid. Scientists do not know how she does this because it seems to
spontaneous depending on the location circumstances.

she lays to

14
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/'t 1 snét possi ble to cover all the gl orious
with us, but | would strongly recommend signing up for her blog
to join the wondrous world she investigates. In
part icular, look for the pictures using refracted water drop photography.
Truly amazing.

As gardeners, we can perhaps be forgiven for waging war on the insect
world, but these photographs and the accompanying facts and figures,

open up a whole new option. Wo rk with the insects and birds that
surround us; create a garden that will attract and nourish them, take the

time to seek out their tiny world , like that of the ubiquitous Praying
Mantis below, and enjoy!

15
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http://www.leslieabram.com/
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| truly believe that this glimpse into the world
melt the heart of the most fervent anti

of insects and birds could

-environmentalist. Lets all take a
vow to be more caring and more curious, we live in a wondrous world.

~ Robin Young ~
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