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~ From the Editor  

 
Well, here I go again!!  I have been oh so 
grateful to Lorelyn for offering to take over 
the newsletter from me a few years ago.  
She has done an exceptional job and seeing 
that no one wanted to tackle this job when 
she could no longer do it, I have decided to 
give it another go.  Lorelyn has left me with 
a wonderful set-up and hopefully, I can 
continue in her footsteps!!  I certainly hope 
that I can do the job as well as she did.  
Thank you Lorelyn for all your hard work 
and for creating this colourful and 
entertaining newsletter. 
 
Now, what to talk about.  The weather 
seems a good place to start.  We have had a 
ά²ƛƴǘŜǊέ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΧΦƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
some of our other Winters in the past.  I am 
sure that all the snow is good for something, 
(I am told farmers like snow) and of course 
kids love it.   I must admit that I do like 
snow.  Coming from B.C. 40 years ago, I was 
not used to seeing very much snow and 
what we did have would be gone in a very 
short time.  So, I do enjoy seeing it, but not 
for prolonged periods.  We had a very 
strange Winter this year and Spring is 
following suit.  While the days recently have 
been sunny, the winds have kept things 
quite chilly.  The nights are very cold for this 
time of the year and as I write this I 
understand we are supposed to have snow 
on April 1stΦΦΦΦȅŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΧΦ!ǇǊƛƭ Cƻƻƭǎ 
Day.  I am told this is not a joke, so hopefully 
ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƻƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜΣ 
as the old song goes.  I know I have talked 
to a number of people lately who have said 
that they have found this Winter very long 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ {twLNG!  As 
gardeners, we all anticipate the arrival of 

Spring because we have all planted bulbs in 
the Fall and we anxiously await their arrival.  
Of course, thanks to the squirrels, they may 
arrive somewhere entirely different than 
where you planted them, but hopefully they 
will show up somewhere, maybe even on 
your own property. 
 
We have a busy year planned for the group 
and we hope that you will enjoy coming out 
to see the guest speakers, take part in a 
workshop and especially, we hope to see 
you come out to help with some of our 
fundraisers.  We also are planning on doing 
the hanging baskets and the chair project 
again this year and of course, we will need 
help with that!  Another item that I would 
like to talk about is the Plant Sale which will 
take place on Saturday, May 26th.  While 
you are out in your gardens this Spring, 
would you please take note of any plants 
that you might divide up for the sale.  
Maybe some of you have already started 
plants inside that you could share with us.  
In any case, if you are thinking of donating 
to the club, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE be so 
kind as to label your plants for easy 
identification.  For those that have not done 
ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
what we would like.  If you know the 
common name of the plant, please put a 
marker in the pot to indicate what it is.  No 
need to use the latin name, unless you 
happen to know it, but please use the 
common name as well.  Also, it is greatly 
appreciated if you can tell us what kind of 
growing conditions the plant requires, for 
example, does it need sun or shade, or 
perhaps it can survive in both.  What kind of 
ǎƻƛƭ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜΧΦǎŀƴŘȅΣ ƭƻŀƳȅΣ ǿŜǘΣ ŘǊȅΣ 
etc.  Any information you can provide 
increases the chances of someone taking 
that plant home.  I know some of us are well 
educated when it comes to plants, but for 
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the most part, we are just like the people 
who want to buy the plant.  So the more 
they know, the more we know.  It slows 
down the process when we have to stop 
every couple of minutes to look up in a book 
what the heck we are trying to sell.  
Remember, this is our largest fundraiser of 
the year!!  The more we sell, the more 
speakers, workshops and maybe some trips 
that we can provide the membership   I 
would also like to encourage some of you to 
take part in some of the District 4 events 
that happen during the year.  It is an 
excellent way to meet other gardeners, 
learn something new and also keep abreast 
with what the Ontario Horticulture 
Association is doing on our behalf.  I am 
happy to say that 7 of us will be going to 
Cobourg on April 7th for the District 4 Annual 
General Meeting.  The guest speakers this 
ȅŜŀǊ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōŀŎƪ ȅŀǊŘΧΦΦ²ƛŎƪƭƻǿ 
Way will be speaking about Organic 
Gardening.  Should be very interesting. 
 
While I know that some of you may have 
been able to get away to somewhere 
ά{¦bb¸έ, the rest of us poor souls have 
been content to stay at home, cozy and 
warm with our seed and flower books, 
dreaming of what we want to order so that 
we can be all ready when the ground is 
finally ice free!  We are now looking forward 
to the sunny days of Spring and to the 
coming months so we can be in the DIRT 
once again. 
                                         

 
                           ~ SHARRON 
 
 

 

A couple of beautiful Dahlias                                                             
Apple Country Garden Club 2018 Flower of the Year 

 

 

~Vice- 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ 

Message  

²ŜƭƭΣ L ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΗΗ 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀǘ ά 

¢ƘŜ IƻǊǘέΣ L ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ Apple Country Garden 

Club, one of which is a change of the guard of 

our newsletter. Lorelyn has certainly set the bar 

high, for which we truly thank her and wish her 

well. 

Sharron has taken over the editorship, for now, 

and has asked me in her most persuasive 

manner to assume her role in providing the 

άtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎέΣ ƴƻǿ ά±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜέΦ 

{ƻ ƘŜǊŜ ƎƻŜǎΧΦ 

 {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǎƻ 

full of hope and plans, before the onset of 

ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

 After the snows had melted enough the first 

time to allow it, I took a walk around our 

property. Snowdrops have started to poke their 

way above the still frozen gardens.  The Squirrel 

community (which never seems to suffer from 

the cold of winter), were busy doing what 

squirrels do, digging up the walnuts that they 
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buried in the fall, or at least digging around 

loƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘ 

feeders alone now, but I doubt it. 

They are also hard at their other duty, that of 

swapping out all those tulip and daffodil bulbs 

ǿŜ ǎƻ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘ ǿŀƛǘ 

to see the display in our neighbours gardens 

and the woodlot beside the house. 

So much for philosophy, back to the real world. 

The garden club has seen an unusually large 

turnover of convenors, directors and volunteers 

this past fall and winter. We thank them all for 

their hard work and dedication, and, while we 

have been able to fill some of the positions we 

are still looking for volunteers to take over 

some of these duties. 

With apologies to any that I may have 

unintentionally missed, on behalf of the 

executive and the general membership I want 

to thank the following for their time and energy 

working on shows, committees and the 

executive: 

Barry Wood & Lorelyn Morgan; Carol & Gord 

McArthur; Peggy Howden and last but surely 

not least Joanne Titus & Kris Rahn  

With the above in mind we still have a few key 

positions on the executive and need volunteers 

to look after events during the year.  Remember 

ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ 

participation of all its members. 

Getting off my soapbox and back to business, 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ plant sale coming up the end of 

May. It continues to be our biggest fund raiser. 

The proceeds go a long way to pay for speakers, 

supplies and materials that we use throughout 

the year. It also helps to keep the membership 

fees down, and is a great way to share plants, 

trees, flowers and shrubs among the 

membership and with the general public.   It 

also has enticed a couple of our newest 

members to join. 

We always need lots of volunteers to help with 

the sale and of course a large and varied supply 

of donated plants and gently used garden tools, 

ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

May, so get planning. 

 This past year has seen a number of very 

successful youth oriented projects, the bug 

hotel in the eco garden, Christmas and March 

break craft days at the library.  We are hoping 

to continue these programs and we thank Karen 

Prins and her volunteers for all their time and 

energy. It should be noted that one of the 

initiatives that was put forward at the last OHA 

convention by the incoming president Rose 

hΩ5Ŝƭƭ ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ ŀǎ 

always ahead of the curve. 

The other initiative that we plan to expand this 

year is the chair project begun last summer. The 

decorated chairs and flowers on the streets of 

Colborne and Castleton were a great success 

and drew many favourable comments from the 

public and the township council and staff.  So go 

get an old chair and paint it up, add flowers and 

display it proudly on your property. We will also 

be looking for volunteers to paint additional 

chairs aǘ ά¢ǊƛǎƘΩǎ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƛǊ 

ŜƳǇƻǊƛǳƳέΣ ǎƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎΦ 

We are also going to prepare the hanging flower 

baskets for the town. We are still looking for a 

committee chairperson for this project and time 

is running short. 

With all that, let me finish with Happy 

Gardening and may the sun always shine on 
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your back and the rain stay out of your garden 

shoes.   Bye for now. 

Jim 

 
 

           
 
 

~~ February  Presentation  ~~ 
 

~~The Apple Country Garden 
Club~~ 
 

January 16th, 2018 Presentation 

Pruning with David Rettalick 

To prune  or not to prune?   That  is  the 
question:  
Whether  õtis nobler  in  the mind  to suffer  
The slings  and  arrows  of outrageous  
fortune,  (leave it  to Mother  Nature)  
Or to take  arms  against  a sea of 
troubles,  
And,  by  opposing,  end  them?  (prune!)  
 
Even  Hamlet  wasnõt sure  whether  to  
prune  or  not  and  if  so when,  where  and  
how.   And,  presumably,  whether  or  not  
said  pruning  would  improve  the  
aesthetic  and  life  span  of the  plant  in  
question.  
  
The Apple  Country  Garden  Club  
members  welcomed  David  Rettalick,  
someone  who  has  been pruning  for  
decades  and  who  was ki nd  enough  to  
share  his  expertise  with  the  
enthusiastic  group  on a chilly  January   
afternoon . 
  
Davidõs Garden  is  best  known  for  
unique  Lilies  and  Glads  and  pruning!  It  
is  situated  at  673  County  Road 28,  

RR#1 Millbrook,  Ontario,  Canada  
Mobile:705 -991-2336  Farm:  705 -939 -
6688 91-  

 

Any  discussion  on pruning  must  first  

categorize  the  plant  varieties.   Trees,  

bushes,  vines,  fruits,  deciduous,  

evergreens,  hedges and  so on.  

When  pruning  trees  begin  visual  

inspection  at  the  top  of the  tree  and  

work  downward.   

 

http://davidsgarden.ca/wp/
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Use The  and  ¼ Rules  of Pruning , that  

is never  remove  more  than  ¼ of a treeõs 

crown  in  a season  and  ideally,  main  

side  branches  should  be at  least   

smaller  than  the  diameter  of the  trunk.   

For  most  deciduous  (broadleaf)  trees,  

donõt prune  up  from  the  bottom  any  

more  than   of the  treeõs total  height.   

Where  possible,  try  to  encourage  side  

branches  that  form  angles  that  are  

off vertical  that  form  ò10 oõclockó or  ò2 

oõclockó angles  with  the  trunk.  

Hedges should  be pruned  so that  water  

&  snow  doesnõt pool  inside  the  foliage.   

They  should  be rounded  and  wider  at  

the  bottom.  

Remember  Ed Lawrenceõs ò5Dó pruning  

rule:   cut  out  the  Dead,  Damaged,  

Diseased  and  Dangerous,  and  prune  for  

Desirable.  

A question  from  the  floor  brought  this  

advice  for  pruning  concord  grape  vines:  

Prune  back  to  two  canes  in  the  first  

winter  after  planting.   

Cut  the  tops  off the  canes  duri ng 

pruning  season  when  they  have  

reached  the  desired  

height,  

  

Select  the  healthiest,  most  vigorous  

canes  at  the  top  of the  trunk.  

 

There  are two  types  of grape  pruning  ð

cane  pruning  and  spur  pruning.  

Mature  plants  

should  be pruned  yearly  to  remove  all  

growth  except  new 1-year - old  

fruiting  canes  

and  renewal  spurs  (a cane  pruned  back  

to  one to  five  buds).  To cane  

prune,  select  two  

to  four  new fruiting  canes  per  vine.   

When?  During  dormancy.  

 

For  bushes,  you  have  to  determine  

when  they  bloom  and  ideally  

prune  after  the   

blooms  die.  Before  considering  pr uning  

of bushes  like  hydrangea,  make  

sure  

you  know  whether  it  blooms  on old  

wood  on just  on the  new wood.  

There  are new  

varieties  every year  and  it  is  very  

important  to  know  what  òfamilyó 

they   

belong  to,  as each is individual  in  its  

pruning  requirements.  
                                                                                                                                                    

A gard ener  is only  as good as his/her  
tools  and  David  spoke  to  that  subject,  
with  the  caveat  òDonõt buy  cheap  
equipmentó.  The illustration  below  
should  be cut  out  and  taken  shopping  
with  you,  because  the  proper  name  for  
a secateur,  loppers  or  hedge shears  
may  not  always  spring  to  mind.   What  
is  imperative  is to  know  the  specialized  
tool  required  for  the  job  at  hand.   Some 
of these  tools  look  similar  but  are made  
for  entirely  different  jobs.   And  
sometimes  it  is  better  to  hire  a tool  with  
an  expert  atta ched.  
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        ~ Robin Young  

~~ WINTER AND SPRING YOUTH PROJECTS ~~ 

Over the Winter and then into the March break, our 
Youth Project Leader, Karen Prins and a few other 
hardy souls worked with a number of children at the 
Colborne and Castleton Libraries.  The goal of the 
projects was to teach the children about nature and 
to hopefully foster a desire to learn about gardening. 
 
The 2 Winter projects consisted of a wooden painted 
house at Christmas and a Pine Cone Birdfeeder and 
Cranberry and Popcorn strung on string to put in 
either your tree in the house or outside to feed the 
birds.  Both projects were well received and there 
was a lot of interest from the kids. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

       ~ Sharron  
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~~~ From One Gardener to Another ~~~  
 March 20, 2018 ς first day of Spring.  REALLY!  Could have fooled me.  Usually by now there is at least a 

hint of warmth.  Apparently not this year ς not yet.  However, I still walk outside around my yard every 

day.  Actually, ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ƻƭŘ άŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘΦ  {ƻ ŦŀǊ ŀƭƭ L 

ǎŜŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳƳǇǎ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿŘǊƻǇǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƻƴ LΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƭƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŦŦƻŘƛƭǎΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ 

where they are located, but nothing yet.  Last Fall I put in NEW batch of parrot tulips (my favourites), but 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜΗ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǿΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ be άƴŜǿέ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǊŜƳŜmber their 

location. 
One thing I love about my place is that the front part facing south is the first to show and grow in Spring.  
Then the west (driveway) side is next to bloom.  Then the spring bulbs on the north side begin to show.  
There are some gorgeous blue Scilla there, (blue ς my favourite colour).  Currently this area still has 2 
feet of ice and snow on the top of the garden.  It will be awhile yet.  The way these 3 gardens are 
planted though, I have early Spring colour for an extended time around 3 sides of the house. 
Then, in different areas, but mostly on the east side, I have many Primroses, also one of my favourite 
plants.  Last year I started some Victorian Laced Primroses from seed.  I have many little plants that over 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōƭƻƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  LΩƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΦ  
Have you seen them?  Gorgeous! 
L ƎǳŜǎǎ LΩƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƴƻǎǘŀƭƎƛŎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ άƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ L 
have not grown for many years.   
I may edge the sunny beds in Alyssum ς purple most likely, although it also comes in white and mauve.  
It also has a sweet fragrance.  Nice as I walk along the sidewalks.  Behind that I may put California 
Bluebells (phacelia campanularia).  Have you ever grown them?  They are the most incredible shade of 
blue.  Easy.  Seed directly in sandy, well drained soil, in full sun.  Sprouts in about 10 days and blooms  
about 4 ς 5 weeks later.  It may cease blooming after several weeks, but you can sow more seed every 2 
ς 3 weeks or so to keep the blue going.  Can also cut it back and water it to encourage it to bloom again 
in the Fall.  Also, bees love this plant. 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǳƴƴȅΣ ǎŀƴŘȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ LΩƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴǘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ tƻǇǇȅ seed directly in the soil.  I prefer the original 
colour of medium orange, but mixes now contain bronze, yellow, cream, red and pink forms.  The 
ōƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ άŜǎŎƘǎŎƘƻƭȊƛŀ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀέΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ǘǿƛǎǘŜǊΗΗ 
Another one of my favourites for full sun, dry sandy soil areas is good old Portulaca.  It is not tall and not 
good for bouquets, but it blooms non-stop in the summers heat with beautiful jewel-like colours.  Also, 
no dead-heading needed.  I often use it in planters in full sun as it does not need or want constant 
watering or feeding. 
For a tall ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏǳǘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊΣ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ /ƻǎƳƻǎ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ  9ŀǎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜŜŘ ƛƴ 
full sun.  Blooms all Summer into Fall.  Dead heading recommended.  Another tall old favourite of mine 
is Cleome (spider flower).  Comes in white, pink and a deep pink they call purple.  I like the purple one 
and would have as many plants as possible, mainly because the hummingbirds love to go along a row or 
mass of these to feed.  Beautiful on a misty morning before the sun breaks through.  Get out there with 
your camera!!  Who knows ς you might even get a hummer in a photo.  One warning though.  The stems 
are sticky and prickly ς you may need gloves when cutting them for the vase 
These are just a few of the Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŀƴƴǳŀƭǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  ¢Ǌȅ ǎƻƳŜΗΗ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΦ  
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                                                                              ~ Peg Howden ~ 
 

~~~ MUSINGS FROM BARRIE WOOD ~~~                                            
 

 

Some of you may have friends who are not 

DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ tŜƻǇƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻ ǎƘŀƳŜΣ 

lots of us do. It can be problematic, however, 

ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ ά¢ƘƛƴƎǎ 

IƻǊǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ Ŏƻǳrse, it will.  Like 

many a specialty, gardening has its jargon and 

hidden meanings and shorthand phrases, which 

are a mystery to outsiders.  To help all 

concerned, here is a small translation sheet as a 

ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ άUnderstanding GardenerSpeakΦέ   

Pass it to your Ordinary Friends before 

embarking on a tour of your garden. 

 

Ordinary PersonΥ  IƻǿΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀƴǳǇ 

going? 

Gardener:  Not too bad. 

Translation:   I should be able to stand almost 

straight by tomorrow and regain the use of my 

legs within the week. 

 

OrdPersΥ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ  faux 

pimpinellifolia spinosissima rugosa, ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ 

GardΥ  hƘΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ΨŜƳ  ǿŜŜŘǎΦ 

TransΥ  L ōŜŜƴ ǇǳƭƭƛƴΩ ǘƘŜƳ ŘŀƳƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǳǇ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

before you were born, Sonny.  If you want to 

talk Latin go see the Pope. 

 

OP:  Wow, that is a beautiful rose bush. 

Gard:  Well, there are a few holes in a few 

ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƎǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜΣ 

too dry really, and the red should be a darker 

ǎƘŀŘŜΣ LΩƳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǳƴ 

here, and when the west wind rolls off the lake, 

ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ƳŀȅōŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

Translation:  Darn right it is.   

 

OP:  Wow!  How do you get those to grow so 

tall? 

Gard:  I dunno, just lucky, I guess . . .   

Translation:  Yeah, that, and a daily measured 

watering of Moroccan herbal tea and blackstrap 

molasses, plus covering the surrounding soil 
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with a mix of dried Lebanese myrtle and Sicilian 

Tarragon, with six coyote teeth pushed into the 

ground to slowly release a canine dental 

compound that drives away the miniscule 

beetle that would otherwise destroy the 

rootlets, thereby stunting the growth. 

 

 

OP: Why do you garden? 

Gard:  Oh, I like seeing things grow. 

Translation:  I like the rush of things on the 

push when the weather finally turns warm, I like 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŘƛǊǘ ǎƳŜƭƭǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǎtill in the palms of 

your hands, before it goes around those tiny 

green tendrils that have only a small chance of 

making it -  but a much better chance when I am 

on the case; sometimes I lie down among the 

zucchini vines to try and really hear them 

growingΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘΗ  L ƭƛƪŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

see that FIRST day that the tulips and daffodil 

shoots make their appearance ς ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

early enough, they are too impatient to wait for 

the likes of me. 

 

OP: How long do plan to keep gardening? 

Gardener: As long as I possibly can. 

Translation:  As long as I possibly can. 

 

                         ~ Barrie  
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DECORATIVE WORKSHOP 
FEBRUARY 20, 2018  

We had a great workshop with 
Rose OõDell and we had a 
number of guests that day.  We 
had 5 from Brighton Garden 
Club and 1 from the Trenton 
Garden Club.  We also had 3 
local ladies join us and 2 of 
them became members!!  We 
learned how to choose our flowers 
and greenery, prepare our 
containers, wet and cut our 
oasis and how to arrange our 
flowers in the oasis.  It is 
amazing to see how everyone of 
us did completely different 
arrangements using the same 
source material.  There is 
something to be send for 
òcreativityó and it is great that 
we all have such individual 
ideas about what we want to 
create.  It was a lovely afternoon 
and thanks to Rose, I think we 
now all have an idea how to 
create a decorative arrangement.  
I will be waiting to see what will 
show up at the next Flower 
Show!!  

                  ~ Sharron ~  
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The  Apple  Country  
Garden  Club  March  

20th,  2018  
Presentation  

 
Dear reader, I would like to offer 
you  story of personal growth 
brought about by Leslie Abram. 

The Apple Country Garden Club 
was privileged to welcome Leslie   
who is a naturalist, 
environmental advocate, yoga 
studio owner, blogger (òWildlife 
of Easter Ontarioó) and an 
extraordinarily talented 
photographer of a world out of 
sight to most of us driving by 
on lifeõs highway. 

Only the exceptional few of us 
who have the curiosity, the skill 
and a calling to examine the 
abundant life around us, have 
seen or indeed imagined the 
images that Leslie brought us.         

Letõs take a moment to look at 
some of Leslieõs exquisite photos.  
Such as this charming  

Leslie  Abram        
Small  Wonders  ð a 
Closer  look  at  Tiny  
Worlds          

Hummingbird drawn to her 
gardens by bright red Monarda 
which is purposed planted.  

 

 

 

 

Or these adorable baby 
Hummingbirds playing 
together while the parents seek 
food. 
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Look at this Ambush Bug sitting on a goldenrod, perfectly camouflaged.  

 

 

Dragonflies  are our allies, eating midges and mosquitoes, and many 

other flying insects, including smaller Dragonflies!  

 



 
 
WINTER/SPRING 2018                                                                                The Newsletter of the APPLE COUNTRY GARDEN CLUB                                                                                               

13 
 

 

 

Here is a Jumping Spider with itõs four sets of eyes (two sets shown here).  He 

is hiding from the camera having spent the last fe w minutes in the fridge 

to ensure he was òmellowó enough to photograph. 

 

 

                                                                              

 



 
 
WINTER/SPRING 2018                                                                                The Newsletter of the APPLE COUNTRY GARDEN CLUB                                                                                               

14 
 

 

 

And (following) the grim sounding Assassin bug, aptly named when you 

know it uses its short three - segmented beak to pierce its prey and then suck 

the body fluids from its victims.  A characteristic of the family is that the 

beak is curved and lies in a groove between the front legs.  

 

 

 

 

The predatory Stink Bug is able to change the colour of the eggs she lays to 

blend into the colour of the top or underside of the leaf on which they are 

laid.  Scientists do not know how she does this because it seems to 

spontaneous depending on the location circumstances.  
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It isnõt possible to cover all the glorious òmacroó photographs Leslie shared 

with us, but I would strongly recommend signing up for her blog 

www.leslieabram.com  to join the wondrous world she investigates.  In 

part icular, look for the pictures using refracted water drop photography.  

Truly amazing.  

As gardeners, we can perhaps be forgiven for waging war on the insect 

world, but these photographs and the accompanying facts and figures, 

open up a whole new option.  Wo rk with the insects and birds that 

surround us; create a garden that will attract and nourish them; take the 

time to seek out their tiny world ,  like that of the ubiquitous Praying 

Mantis below, and enjoy!  

http://www.leslieabram.com/
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I truly believe that this glimpse into the world  of insects and birds could 

melt the heart of the most fervent anti - environmentalist.  Lets all take a 

vow to be more caring and more curious, we live in a wondrous world.  

                  ~ Robin Young ~  

 

                                                                                                                        
 

 




